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I 
Message From the President 
I
t is wi th great pride a nd honor that 
I assume the presidency o f our Law 
Alumni Associat ion. On behalf of 
th e Associatio n , I want to tha nk 
Joseph G. Makowski '79 for his s trong 
leadership, deep commitment to the Law 
School and determined effo rts on beha lf 
of the Assocation. The innovative pro-
grams he implemented a nd the concepts 
he put in motio n during his term will be 
felt for many years to come. 
I exte nd a warm welcome to our new 
officers: Anthony J. Colucci Jr. '58, presi-
de nt-elect; T ho mas M. Ward , vice presi-
dent '66; Margaret Li llis Snajczuk "84, 
vice preside nt ; A rthur A. Ru ss Jr. "67. 
treasure r ; a nd Ro be rt C. Sc ha us "53. 
secre tary. 
I a m a lso delighted to welcome o ur 
G reate r New York c hapte r offi cers: Neil 
E. Bo twinoff "82, G ina M. Peca "86, Mit-
chell S. Lustig '8 1, and Peggy A. Rabkin 
'75. Likewise, o ur Rochester chapter offi-
cers: Raymond C. Stilwel l "84, J ul ia A . 
Garver "83. Gail A. Do nofrio '85 a nd H. 
Todd Bu llard '87. In the next issue of the 
Forum , I ho pe to be a ble to anno unce 
the o ffi ce rs in o ur newes t c hapters-
Washington. D.C. , a nd Central New York. 
The growth of the Association during 
the past yea r has been no thi ng short of 
remarkable. Paid alumni/ ae dues have 
risen from fewer than 600 me mbe rs in 
1986 to more tha n I ,000 me mbe rs this 
past yea r. I am confident tha t our strong 
programs and growing regional c hapte rs 
in New York City and Rochester - as well 
as the formation this year of our Washing-
ton. D.C.. and Central New York chapte rs 
- will enable us to continue to grow. 
We all know that a strong. vibrant , na-
tionally known and recognized law school 
can o nly continue to develop with he lp 
and finan cial assistance from its alumni/ 
ae. T his past year's fund drive raised more 
5235.000 - an amazing increase over the 
prior year. T he enormous e fforts of Peter 
J. Fio re lla Jr. "63. who c ha ired the 1988-
89 Annual Fund Drive , Associate Dean 
Alan S. Carrel , a nd the e ntire commi ttee 
have provided the necessary support for 
exis ting progra ms as well as setting the 
stage for expansio n o f Law School ac ti vi-
ties. I look fo rward to work ing c losely 
with this year·s co-cha irs , Peter J. Fio re lla 
and Joseph G. Ma kowski '79. in setting 
new goa ls and accomplishments. T he tre-
me ndous success of the Jaco b D. Hyman 
Club and the Dean's Dinners have prove n 
that o ur alumni fu lly support their Law 
School whe re it rea lly counts and can 
make a di fference- in giving . 
I am pleased to re po rt that the book 
detailing the history o f the Law School 
will be ma iled to you during the 1989-90 
academic year. This lo ng-awaited manu-
script . prepared by Robert C. Schaus "SJ 
a nd James R. Arnone "85 . wi ll make ex-
tre mely interesting reading and will be a 
wonde rful conve rsat ion piece in your 
home or o ffi ce. My thanks to New York 
Supreme Court Justice T homas P. Flahe rty 
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and the rest of the history subcommittee. 
and faculty me mbers, fo r a ll the ir help. 
As president-elect last year, I had the 
pleasure of traveling and waking close ly 
with Dean David B. Filvaroff. Dean Filva-
roff has proved to be the Law School's 
best asset. He has proven capability and 
combines admi nistra tive sk ills with a 
warm , o utgoing personality that has cap-
tured the hearts and minds o f not only 
the faculty a nd law students , but central 
administration, local attorneys and alum-
ni alike . During his sho rt tenure. Dean 
F il varo ff"s leadership has navigated th e 
Law School through some stormy waters 
and calm seas. l o nce again look fo rward 
to traveling to our regional c hapte rs with 
Dean Filvaroff to give you the o ppo rtu-
nity to meet this most talented and ener-
getic individual. 
T his past year has been marked by sev-
era l successful events. Our annual convo-
catio n, ·'Directions for the 1990s: T he Im-
pac t of Buffalo's Cha nging Economy on 
th e Lega l Co mmunity;' was ex tre me ly 
well atte nded and c ritically accla imed . 
Our 1989 Jaeckle Award recipient, Judge 
John T. C urtin , was overwhelmed by the 
response. Our 26th Annua l Dinner was 
attended by we ll over 400 a lumn i/ ae, a nd 
o ur ho no rees, Ho n. Jo hn J. Ca ll a ha n . 
Hon. Dale M. Volke r, David G. Jay and 
SueS. Gardner, apprec iated their awards. 
At th e Rocheste r A nnu a l Lun c heo n. 
Hon. M: Dolores De nman. Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court. Appellate Div-
isio n . Fourth De partme nt , a nd Ric ha rd J. 
Evans, a me mbe r o f the Rocheste r firm 
of Harris, Maloney. Horwitz, Evans & Fox. 
gave thoughtful and provocative speeches 
on "Attorneys· Ethics and Clie nts" Funds:· 
T he New York c hapte r's din ne r featuring 
the witty a nd wonde rl'ul He ra ld P rice 
Fahringer. a nd its August boat trip were 
a lso very well received. 
In c losing. I want to re-emphasize the 
need for inc reased gift giving tn the Law 
School. We have a ll read of the ctm tinu-
ing problems facing the Universi ty at 
Buffalo. Money raised through a lumni 
contributions has been used for such pur-
poses as student financial aid , moot court 
programs. sponsorship of student intern-
ship and faculty research , financing stu-
dent journa ls , the purchase o f essentia l 
eq uipment and the funding of the trial 
technique courses. You have only o ne 
Jaw school to thank for where you a re to-
day. Please keep this in mind when con-
tacted by our fund-raisers this fall. • 




o he lp prac titio ners take advan-
tage of o ppo rtunities that a re 
bo und to ar ise in the 1990s as 
Buffa lo's economy continues to 
develop and change, the Alumni Associ-
ation's convocation committee designed 
a comprehensive program that examined 
five re la tively new legal spec ia lties: in ter-
national trade, hea lth care, real estate, 
environment and technology. 
The 1989 event was held in the Cente r 
for Tomorrow. Margaret Lillis-Snajczuk , 
an associate in the fi rm of Saperston & 
Day. chaired the committee of volunteers. 
T he program , called "Directions for the 
J990s: T he Impac t of Buffa lo's Changing 
Economy on the Legal Communi ty~' at-
tracted more than 200 people . 
Lauren D. Rachlin , of the Buffalo firm 
o f Kavinoky & Cook, o utl ined basic con-
cepts of in ternatio nal transactions. T here 
are an inc reasing number of joint venture 
agreements involving U.S. and fo re ign 
firms. Rachlin pointed o ut, and the com-
plex ities of vario us laws in i~ternational 
affairs require carefu l a tte ntto n. Letters 
of c redi t, he noted. are common ly used 
and "it is c ritically important to pay at-
tention to the wording of the operative 
paragraph of letters o f credit:· 
1-k pointed to prospects of increased 
foreign investmen t in the lJnited States 
A lice J. Kryzatz speaks at tlze A lumni Con vocation. 
as underscoring the need to pay special 
attentio n to customs regul ati ons, U.S. 
Comme rce De partm ent repo rting re-
quirements and immigration concerns. 
Ellen Yost, of Saperston & Day, con-
tinued the theme of fore ign trade, but in 
a U.S.-Canadian con text. ln exam ini ng 
the implications of the U.S.-Canada Free 
Trade Agreement, she noted that the re is 
expected to be freer movement o f invest-
ments, se rvices and businesspersons be-
tween the two nations. 
"The U.S. prior to the free trade agree-
me nt d id not gene ra lly restric t invest-
ment;' Ms. Yost said. "Canada , however, 
had a his to ry o f restric tio ns:' The dro p-
ping o f many of those ba rriers will have 
a signi ficant impact o n the two trading 
pa rtners. who a lready have the la rgest bi-
lateral trade re lationship in the world-
$170 billion in 1986. 
ElleR Weissma n, o f Hodgson , Russ, 
Andrews . Woods & Goodyear, spo ke 
about the inc reasingly active legal field 
of provider and supplier services in health 
care. Although the field is heavily licensed 
and regulated, health care is attracting 
increasingly greater ac tivity and interest. 
We issman noted . for exam ple, that the 
area of patient planning has involved such 
issues as "living wi lls" and other health 
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care declarations . While the re is a case 
law in New York State that encou rages 
the use of li ving wills , she said the re is 
no statute ye t o n the books. The Gover-
nor's Task Force on Life and the Law has 
endorsed a power of attorney bill - or 
"health care proxy'·- over the idea of liv-
ing wills , but ne ithe r has been e nacted. 
Professor Robert I. Reis , of UB Law 
School, predicted that o pportunities fo r 
furthe r commerc ia l and office space de-
velo pment in Weste rn New Yo rk will be 
br ight. The a ttrac ti on fo r real es ta te 
investo rs , he no ted , is getting s tronger , 
especially as plans unfold for the vitaliza-
tion o f th e Great Lakes wate rfron t. 
Alice J. Kryzan . o f White man, Oste r-
man & Hanna , examined the rapid and 
some times rad ical cha nges in enviro n-
mental law requirements. It is not un u-
sua l, she said . to enco unte r environmen-
ta l covenan ts in proper ty tra nsactio ns 
where . for example, a granto r would seek 
to retain the right to re-ente r the land to 
deal with enviro nmental remedial needs. 
The question o f environmenta l suitabi l-
ity. she said. stands o ut as a majo r focus 
o f land development today. 
Tric ia T. Semmelhack. of Saperston & 
Day and the recently established Tech-
Venture Law Center. noted th at techno-
